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CLAIMS 

i. (Currenti? Amended) A device for feshiomng a closure of a puncture site in a 

tissue comprising: 

a cannula member haying pimimal and dista! ends and a lunien; 

a connecting rod disposed axiaily within said cannula, said connecting rod having 
a proxnwl end oncntcd to^^ards said proximal end of said cannula and a disiol end oriented 
To^^ard said dista! end of said cannuSa, said connecting rod basing an aL'tuaiing nechaiii^iii 
operative to &eiectivei) cause said connecting rod to advance disialiv or retract proximallv wUhm 
said cannnla; 

a needle/suture compiex mounted upon said distal end of said connecting rod, said 
necdlc'suturc con-plcx comprissnjj at ioa^t one pj.ir of angled needles hm mx a sntuse extend-nr 




f espeeti y & n ee dl e- 6st e ndf .- treffl - a p e ripb e r>^ ^ puncture sit e ; said needle/suture compiex further 
comprising Uso or more needle holder arms, said ne edle holder arm s heing angled ai^d connected 
to the distal end of said connecting rod, said connecting rod operative to pivot the needle tiolder 
arms between a first operative configuration wherein said needle holder arms extend in opposed 
directions from the distal end of said cannula and a second operative configiiration wherein said 
needle holder arms are biased inwardly relative to said first operative configuration and^nto-the 
lumen of said canni ? la : and 

d needle trap mechanisin di^sposeJ sviihrn the Ituncii oi said cannula and operative 
to lockingl> engage said anded needles of .said needle/suture complex after said needle holder 
arms assume the s^econd operative configuration; and uhcrein said needle trap mechajii.sni is 
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operative to draw said angled needles into the lunien of said cannula such tliat tlie device may be 
^\ i^hdra^^'n trum tht' puncture site with the sirture extending between Uie needles, fonui«g a 
closure of said puncture site, 

2, (C'urrentiy Amended) "1 he device of claim 1 , wherein said angled needles are 

tnrther operative to assume one or both of the following additional configurations; a foided 
configuration wherein said angled needles are operati ve to extend through the lumen of said 
cannula; and a retraeted configuration wherein said angled needles are biased inwardly towai^ 
the liimen of said cannula. 

3 . (Origihai) The device of clmni 2 wherein the disiai end of said cannula is 

position^ble through a puneture $ite in a tissue. 

4. (Cancdled) 

5. (Guitently Aasended) The device of elsim 1 wherein each respective one of said 
pair of angled needles is operative to disengage from said needle holder arms after each said 
needle holder arm transitions from its first operati ve configuration to its second operative 
configuration. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 1 wherein each respective one of said 
pair of needte holder arms are biased to extend across said puncture site as said needle holder 
amis assume said first operative configuration. 
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8. (Originai) The device of cJaim 1 further comprising a handle formed upon said 
cannula. 

9. (Previouisly |jresented) The device of elairn 1 S ■^herein said handle and said 
trigger are positioned relative one another to ertaMe the hjmdle to be grasjped aiid the trigger 

manipulated by a si ngle hand of a user, 

10. ( Ciirrentlj^ Amerided) The device of claim 2 wherein said needle trap mechamsm 
coffiprises a cyiindrical sleeve axially mounted aboiit said connecting rod within said caimula, 
said needle trap mechanism having a proximal end with a lever formed thereon and a distal end 
having a needle catch formed therein, said needle catch being operative to iockingiy engage ^dth 
said angled needles of said needle/siiture compi«fX: after said needJe holder aniis assumfe said 
second operative configuration. 

I i . (dfiginal) The deme of claim 10 wherein said lever formed upon said needle trap 

mechanism is operative to cause said needle trap mechamsm to extend distally and retract 
pixmimaliy within the said cannula, 

12 , (Currently Amended) llie device of claim 11 wherein said needle trap 

mechanism, when Iockingiy engaged with said needle tips of said ^igled needles, disengages 
said angled needles Jron said not-dlc "loiJer arrji^ and then captures saiJ an gled needles v ithin 
said canmda when s.^id needle trap uKxhaaism loiracts pro\nndl)> wjthm .s.uJ cjmnilj. 

M if hi^mA i 1 he de^ 5v.c of clann 1 fiuthei compnsmg a tapered mount fonncd upon 

s.M'l dxhU. end or said eoiuiccting rod and holdmg .^aid ncedle/smure complex, said tapered 
mount havmg a generally hourglass shape. 
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14. (Original) The deviceof claim 1 wherein said actuating mechanism is atrigger, 

1 5. (Previously presented) The device of claim 8 further comprising a ti'igger formed 
upon the proximal end of said connecting rod and operative to selectively cause said connecting 
rod to advance distally or retract proximally within said cannula. 

16. (C urrently Amended) A device for fashioning a closure of a pimcture site in a 
tissue comprising; 

a cannula member having proximal and distal ends and a lumen; 

■a connectijig rod disposed axially vyithin said cannuJa, said connecting rod haviiig 
a proximal end oiiented towaf ds said prpKit^al end of said cahniila and a distal end otiented 
toward said distal end of said cannula, said connecting rod feying [a] ^ actuating mechanism 
operative to selectiydy cause said connecting rod tp M"^ance distaliy or retract projamally vviMn 
said cannula; 

two or more needle holder arms ^ said needle holder iwms being aigied and 
connected to the distal end of said connecting rod said connecting rod operative to pivot the 
needle holder arms between a first operative configuration wherein said needle holder arms 
extend in opposed directions from the dismal end of said cannula and a sfunid opeiatne 
configuration v\her^m said needle holder amis arc biased in\\ardi> rehiljvc lo ^aiu first operative 
configuration into the lumen of said c-annula; 

at least one pair of angled needles haying a suture extending tlierebet-weea each 
of said angled needles mounted lipon , respectively, each of said needle holder arms; and 
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a needle trap mechaBism disposed within the lumen of said canmila and operative 

to Jockingly engage smd a ngled needles of said needle/suture compIcK vafter said needle holder 

arms assunie tlie second operative eoB%uration- and wherein said needle trap mechanism is 

operative to disengage said angied needles from said needle holder arms and fo draw mid ajflglM 

rieedles ifiito tlie lumen of Sfaid iiaimula such that the device may be willidrawtViErom the punctat e 

site with the sutiire extending fa^ forming a clostire of said pnncture 

site. 
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